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This report was prepared by the Office of Agriculturd Affairs of the USDA/Foreign Agriculturd Service in Amman,
Jordan for U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultura products. While every possible care was taken in the
preparation of this report, information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies have changed
gnce its preparation, or because clear and congistent information about these policies was not available. 1t ishighly
recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their foreign customers, who are
normally best equipped to research such matters with the local authorities, before any goods are shipped. FINAL
IMPORT APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING COUNTRY’'S RULES AND
REGULATIONS ASINTERPRETED BY BORDER OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY.

SECTION|. FOOD LAWS

The current food control regimeis legidated under the Agriculture Law of 1973 and the Public Hedlth Law of 1971. A
new agriculture law is pending Parliamentary consderation and is likely to be passed during the next Parliamentary
session beginning in November 2000. A new food safety law has been drafted but has not yet been presented to
Parliament.

The current food control system attempts to limit human hedlth hazards associated with microbid, parasitical and funga
contamination. Import conggnments are do routingly tested for radiation levels and chemica contaminants, including
heavy metals, hormones and residue from medicines. Food additives are determined by testing. Less frequent testing is
done for pesticide residues.

Imported agricultura and food products are ingpected by a border committee composed of representatives from
Minigtry of Hedlth, Ministry of Agriculture, the Jordan Indtitute for Standards and Metrology and Customs. The
ingpection process conssts of avisud assessment of the consignment, verification of labeling requirements, taking of
samples, testing and evaluating the test results and, if found suitable for human consumption, the consgnment is cleared
for find Customs processing. Any product with less than hdf of its shelf-life remaining is not permitted entry into the
county. Thispolicy isunder review and it isvery likely thet al food control regulations will be changed.

SECTION Il. LABELING REQUIREMENTS

A. Imported products must comply with labeling and marking requirements issued by the Ingtitute of Standards and
Metrology. Legd requirementsfor labeling are fairly sandard although a statement of ingredients in order of
preponderance is not required. All labels must either be in Arabic or have agtick-on labd in Arabic. In generd, the
label should contain the name of the products, the manufacturer’ s name and address, net weight, fortifying matter, lot
number (if gppropriate) and the date of production and expiration. Loca labeling requirements do not include
Recommended Daily Intake. (RDISs).

Shelf-life: recently a decision has been taken to review the gpplication of these requirements. The GOJisworking on
new specifications for shdlf life.

B. Requirements Specific to Nutritiond Labeling is not required in Jordan.

UNCLASSFIED Foreign Agricultural ServicelUSDA



GAIN Report #J0O0002 Page 3 of 6

SECTION I11. PACKAGING AND CONTAINER REGULATIONS

No redtrictions are gpplied ether for packaging or container type at the Port of Agaba. However, a maximum weight
rediriction is gpplied for discharging the container at the gantry crane of 30.5 tons, units weights more than 30.5 tons
can be discharged using shore cranes.

Thereis no specia Municipa waste Disposal Law. In case acargo needs to be disposed of, an application isfiled at
the concerned department in the port (i.e. customs, environment) and they approve or rgject the request according to
type of cargo and its expected damage to the environment.

No specific restrictions are applied on the type of packaging used.
SECTION V. FOOD ADDITIVE REGULATIONS

Food additives are regulated by the Ministry of Hedlth. In generd, permissible additives and their concentrations are
those gpproved by the Codex Alimentarius Commission. However, the technical standards for foods contain specific
lists for food additive and their permissible levels of use. These standards should be referenced to make sure that
additives are permitted.

SECTION V. PESTICIDE AND OTHER CONTAMINANTS

Pegticide resdue in the food chain in Jordan isa senstiveissue. Thereis only one laboratory in Jordan that is capable
of testing for pesticide resdue in fresh fruits and vegetables and its turn around time is about two weeks. Therefore, it is
not possible to test fresh products and get a result back before the fresh product are consumed. However, non-
perishable loca and imported agricultura products may be tested for pesticide residue. The technica standards for
food and agricultural products require that pesticide residues not exceed the recommended maximum resdue levels of
the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

Pedticides used in Jordan must be gpproved for use and registered. Anyone who attempts to import unregistered
pesticides is subject to civil pendties. Smal quantities of anew pesticide may be imported for the purposes of
submitting the product for registration. New pesticides are gpproved by the "Pesticides Regigtration Committeg” under
the Ministry of Agriculture.

SECTION VI. OTHER REGULATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

Any imported agricultura or food product may be ingpected and tested to ensure that it is fit for human consumption.
Virtudly al prepared and mixed foods are tested & the border. Thisislikely to change under the new agriculture and
food law.

The Minigtry of Hedlth (MOH) has the authority to inspect food product at the retail and wholesde digtribution levels.
A MOH representative may enter any place and collect samplesfor testing. If aproduct failsto meet technica
requirements or is found unfit for human consumption, it is removed from distribution channels and destroyed.
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SECTION VII. OTHER SPECIFIC STANDARDS
All imported foods should conform with the Jordanian standards issued by the Indtitute for Standards and Metrology.
SECTION IIl. COPYRIGHT AND/OR TRADEMARK LAWS

Trademarks and/or brand names are protected under domestic law and should be registered with the registrar of
Patents and Trademarks at the Ministry of Industry and Trade.

SECTION IX. IMPORT PROCEDURES

Although most imports are subject to tariffs and duties, capital equipment imported by licensed indudtria projectsis
exempt. The ceiling on dl duties was brought down to 30 percent as of March 1% 2000, with a 10 percent ceiling on
indugtrid raw materias (inputs). Most supplementary customs taxes, fees and duties on regular imports have been
abolished.

--CustomsValuation

The customs law of 1999 was amended in March 2000 to include GATT-compliance criteriafor customs vauation
(which is based on certified invoices) and to make the va uation process clearly defined and more trangparent. The law
restricts customs officers mandate to use arbitrary valuation but still rewards those who uncover invoice misreporting
and imposes pendties on importers.

The customs vauation price is ClIF-based. The vaue of the imported good is converted into JD at the officid centrd
bank exchange rate (1 JD = USD 1.41). In some cases, invoice or export discounts have been included in the
vauation by the customs department. Still, the exporter should consult the loca importer to determine how to best
grant any such discounts or rebates.

--Import Taxes and Other Related Fees

Cusgtoms tariffs are based on the Harmonized System coding practice. Commodities fal under either one of five
different tariff rates: zero, 5 percent, 10 percent, 20 percent, and 30 percent, with the exception of tobacco and
acoholic beverages which are subject to atariff range of 50 - 150 percent, and unwrought gold which is subject to a
0.5 percent tariff rate. The tariff schedule may be accessed at the following web-site:
Http:\Wwww.customs.gov.jo/frametariffshtml

In addition to customs duties, both imported products and locally produced goods are subject to a 13% genera sdes
tax. Some imports and localy produced goods are subject to a supplementary sales tax, while others are fully exempt.
A complete description of these commoditiesislisted under the general salestax law, which may be accessed at:
Http:\Wwww.customs.gov.jo/next.html

The government is consdering indituting a vaue-added tax (VAT) in place of the present generd sdestax by the end
of the year 2000.

--Import Licenses
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Import licenses are required for imports of:

- Non-commercia shipments exceeding JD 2,000 in value

- Foreign cigarette brands;

- Biscuitsof dl types,

- Minerd water;

- Dried milk for industry;

- Certain goods imported from Syria with which Jordan has specid trade baance arrangements;,

- ltemsrequiring prior clearance from specific authorities (for a complete list, see “ specid import provisons’)

Goods entering the country under temporary entry status, bonded goods and goods benefitting from the investment
promoation law are exempt from import licenses.

All Jordanian and foreign trading companies must obtain an importer’s card from the Ministry of Industry and Trade for
customs clearance purposes. At the Ministry a complete and updated list of dl import requirements and provisonsis
periodicdly issued. For non-trading entities such as banks, hospitals and hotels, the ministry issues a specid, “limited”
card that dlows the import of goods specific to that entity’ s purpose.

--Import / Export Documentation

According to Article 31 of the Customs Law of 1998 and its amendments, every customs declaration must include the
fallowing:

- Maitimeor ar bill of lading.

- Commercid invoice indicating vaue, weght, freight and insurance charges eic.  All invoices should be notarized by
the Jordanian diplomatic misson in the country of origin. Certification by the local chamber of commerceis
sufficient, subject to the gpprova of the customs department director, in cases where a Jordanian consulate is not
avalable

- A notarized cextificate of origin issued by the relevant authority in the exporter'sloca area.

- Vdue declaration form for shipments exceeding JD 2,000 (USD 2,820).

The customs department may request other documents related to the shipment as needed. All invoices should describe
the imported goods in Arabic.

--Special Import Provisons

Pre-import clearance is required for certain goods. The clearance, once obtained, acts as an import license. However,
these clearances are non-automatic. The relevant pre-import license-issuing agency and the respective goods include:

Ministry of Industry and Trade (these are given out in the form of import licenses): rice, flour and its by-products, sugar,
whest, barely and corn;

Minigry of Agriculture: frozen animd semen, live animalss, fresh/frozen meat, embamed wild animas, imported milk
products from countries engaged in bilaterd trade protocols with Jordan;

Agricultura Marketing Corporation: potatoes, onions, garlic, fresh fruit and vegetables from countries engaged in
bilatera trade protocols with Jordan;

Minigtry of Hedth: dl types of medica drugs and antibiotics, food supplements for athletes, Potassum Bromide, food
dyes, ashestos pipes and panels, frozen ice cream, baby food and milk, laser pens, Oxygen and Nitrogen Oxide;

If ashipment isrgected, thereis an agppea system and thisis subject to the gpprova of the Ministry under which the
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rejection took place.
APPENDIX |. GOVERNMENT REGULATORY AGENCY CONTACTS

Minigry of Hedth

Food Safety & Hygiene Directorate
Td: (962-6) 5689629

Fax: (962-6) 5688286

Ministry of Industry and Trade
Tel: (962-6) 5602121
Fax: (962-6) 5699464

Minigry of Agriculture

Veterinary Services Directorate
OR

Pant Protection Directorate

Tel: (962-6) 5686151

Fax: (962-6) 5686310

Jordan Indtitute of Standards and Metrology
Tel: (962-6) 5680139
Fax: (962-6) 5681099

Jordan Customs Department

TEL: (962-6) 462-3186/8; 462-4394/6
FAX:(962-6) 464-7791

EMAIL: CUSTOMS@CUSTOMS.GOV.JO
WEB-SITE.  HTTP.//WWW.CUSTOMS.GOV.JO/

APPENDIX Il1: OTHER IMPORT SPECIALIST CONTACTS

For further help, please contact the Office of Agricultural Affairs, American Embassy, P O Box 354, Amman, Jordan,
Phone: (962-6) 5920101 Ext> 2056, Fax: (962-6) 5920146, E-mail:hkhoury@usembassy-amman.org.jo
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